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The Lake Geneva Symphony Orchestra perform Be
850 at the Young Auditorium on the University of Wisc

the first time the orchestra performed the piece.

Symphony Orchestra
nresents Beethoven's 9th

Concert at UW-Ws Young Auditorium attracts nearly 900 guests

By Tom Ganser
CORRESPONDENT

An important chapter in the his-
tory of the Lake Geneva Sympho-
ny Orchestra was written with the
performance of Symphony No. 9
by Ludwig van Beethoven March
16 before an audience of more than
850 in Young Auditorium on the
campus of the University of Wiscon-
sin-Whitewater.

In addition to being the first time
the orchestra performed the piece
since its founding in 2001 in White-
water, it may have been the first time
that the massive symphony has been
performed in Walworth County,
given the musical demands of the
symphony and the large chorus it re-
quires.

The all-volunteer orchestra of 75
musicians from southern Wiscon-
sin and northern Illinois teamed up
with a chorus of 150 comprised of
students from the UW-W Chamber
Singers and Concert Choir, the Uni-
versity of Northern Towa Concert
Chorale, and the Moody Chorale
from Moody Bible Institute in Chi-
cago.

The four soloists featured in the
elaborate and familiar choral set-
ting for Friedrich Schiller’s poem,
“An die Freude,” (“Ode to Joy”),
were UW-W faculty members Bri-
an Leeper (bass) and Rachel Wood
(mezzo-soprano), along with De-
sirée Hassler (soprano) and John
Concepecion (tenor), both members
of the Lyric Opera of Chicago.

Composed between 1822 and

1824, and first performed in Vienna
on May 7, 1824, Symphony No. 9
was Beethoven’s last complete sym-
phony and the first precedent-break-
ing example of a major composer
using voices in a “choral sympho-
ny.”

According to the critic for the
“Theater-Zeitung,” an Austrian jour-
nal, “the public received the musical
hero with. the utmost respect and
sympathy, listened to his wonder-
ful, gigantic creations with the most
absorbed attention and broke out in
jubilant applause, often during sec-
tions, and repeatedly at the end of
them.”

The audience raised handker-
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ethoven’s 9th Symphony to a crowd of more than
onsin-Whitewater campus on March 16.This was

chiefs, hats, and hands in the air
during the ovations so that Beetho-
ven, nearly totally deaf by this time,
could at least see the ovations.

The LGSO performance of Bee-
thoven’s majestic symphony was
the culmination of the orchestra’s
massive nine-year “Beethoven Proj-
ect” that began in February 2011,
with a performance of Beethoven’s
Symphony No. 2 and that featured a
different Beethoven symphony each
season.

To the surprise of audience mem-
bers who have never attended an
he
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The Lake Geneva Symphony Orchestra is directed by David An-

derson.
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Survey results
need for it to ex|
Sundays, holi

By Cathy Kozlowicz
CORRESPONDENT
After receiving the
a church survey recen
out, the Walworth Co
Transportation Coord
Committee-agreed to
further at ways of pro
increased services for
with mobility issues ¢

. Sundays and holidays

April 1 meeting.
After looking into

~ of the liability of logi

using volunteer drive
committee sent out a
68 county churches f(
the Feb. 4 meeting an

" the 68 of the surveys

filled out.

After about a 30-n

discussion, the comx
decided to continue t
at the logistics of ope
a service and the fina
implications.
. County Administr
Bretl said the County
can consider factorin
the 2020 budget.

Nineteen of the re
indicated that seniors
disabled members of
congregation were uj
attend services due t«
of transportation whi
indicated that there v
be a demand for the
if the county was to |

* transportation servic

- “This is a good ar
of feedback,” Nicole
office supervisor an¢
manager for the coul

Bretl agreed.

“I think it is great
churches responded.
a need identified,” h
adding that now the;
to figure out where t
money.

Bretl said he wou
to flesh out the num
vehicles and the dri’
needed, along with «
logistics and report
committee.

This project bege
unity member Robe
approached the cont
7 with a goal of hav

See SERVI



